Clay Vocabulary Study Guide

1- Earthenware- To dry clay without use of a kiln

2- Clay - Mud; moist, sticky dirt

3- Slip - Wet clay that is like thin paste, used to attach 2 pieces of clay

4- Green - Wet, moldable clay

5- Fire - To heat clay to a temperature that makes clay permanent

6- Bisqueware - Clay that has been fired one time

7- Kiln - An oven that heats clay to high temperatures

8- Glaze - Glass coating that makes the clay waterproof

9- 1828 degrees F - Fire temperature for Cone .06 clay

10- Leatherhard - When green clay becomes unworkable

11- Boiling Point - 212 degrees F

12- Slab – A flat, rolled out piece of clay

13- Score – To make marks on the clay to attach two pieces

14- Coil – A rope of clay rolled out with your fingers

Use clay vocabulary to describe the ceramic process.

A piece of mud is really clay.

When clay is still workable it is considered green.

I pinched and molded a bowl from clay.

I sat my bowl in the window to dry and it became unworkable, which is really leatherhard.

The clay must dry one week before entering the kiln.

The kiln is an oven used to dry clay. 

To fire clay is to heat it properly in the kiln.

The proper firing temperature for the type of clay we are using in art class is 1800 degrees.

The clay fires for approximately 8 hours.

When clay has been fired once it is called bisqueware.

To add color to a piece of bisqueware we paint it with glaze.

The painted or glazed pottery must be fired again in the kiln before it is complete.

Pottery projects, properly glazed are waterproof, colorful and more functional.

