 Ceramics Syllabus & Contract
Travis Gentry, Art Teacher
Wilkes Central High School
Course Description:

 Ceramics builds on the student’s technical skills and foundation of knowledge developed in Art 1-4. A student must have successfully completed Art 2 in order to be a ceramics student.  The study of the elements of art and principles of design, color theory, vocabulary, and art history continues in Ceramics on a more advanced level through 3 dimensional design challenges.  Various art processes, procedures, and theories are presented in a problem-solving manner which allows for independent choices, personal solutions and self reflection.  The approach to art experiences is less experimental and based more on informed choices as well as teacher directed projects designed to challenge student thought and open new ideas about creating and appreciating art.  Student research of art and artists is a major source for gaining knowledge and understanding of past and present art forms.  A greater flexible and fluent use of elements of art and principles of design, color, theory, and vocabulary is stressed throughout this Ceramics course.
Course Highlights and Expectations:

This course has a tight schedule and high expectations. No extra credit projects will be offered.  Class participation plays a key role in a “lab” or “studio” class, so attendance is crucial and all make up work must be completed in a timely manner.


Highlights of the course include, but are not limited to the following:

· the development of individual goals, verbal and visual expression/presentation and media exploration

· a portfolio of work, including all work from the current semester
· a detailed sketchbook/visual process journal to document interests, to record activities, to track progress and to gather information about art
· the number of projects and deadlines will be determined at the beginning of the semester.

· activities and discussion related to art history, art criticism, aesthetics, and art critiques.

Rules of the Classroom:

· Follow all rules in the student handbook.

· Be Respectful:  Students are to be respectful of all persons and materials in the room.
· Follow all directions.
· No food or drinks in the classroom.
· Responsibility:  Each student must be prompt and prepared for class as soon as the tardy bell rings.  Failure to do so will result in a tardy (3 tardy equals 1absence).
· Safety:  Each student must use all art materials and tools properly and with safety in mind.
Grading Policies:

School Grading Policy:

A=100-93;  B=92-85;  C=84-77;  D=76-70;  F=69 and below

Class Assignment Weights:

50% project (artwork)

20% journals (sketchbook)

20% class participation

10% tests (includes written assignments, critiques, signed progress reports, and contracts)

All late work will receive a 10% deduction after 1 day and a 50% reduction after 7 days. A zero will be entered beyond 8 days.
Personal message to students and parents:

I look forward to helping each student develop the artist within themselves. If you should have comments or concerns please feel free to contact me. Please review the materials and supplies list on the reverse side of this contract. Please sign and return this form.  This will count as a test grade for the first nine weeks. These items will be needed the first week of class and will also be used as a test grade for the first nine weeks.
Travis Gentry- Art Teacher
Contract Signatures
I have read the course syllabus and supply list and agree to assume responsibility for following these to the best of my ability

Student                                                     






Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I have reviewed the course syllabus and supply list with my child and understand what is expected of him/her.

Parents                                                   






 Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Supply List for Visual Arts with Mr. Gentry, Wilkes Central High School
Required items:

· 1 pack of 8 ½” x 11” copy paper (can be 3 hole punched), unlined paper
· Medium 1” binder -with dividers- this will be the sketchbook
· 1 pack of colored pencils- try to get a big pack if possible

· Several Soft lead “B” pencils (6 to 10 in total)- used for drawing dark 

· 1 pack of regular No.2 lead pencils- HB or 2H used for writing

· Handheld pencil sharpener- small

· 2- One gallon sized zip locking storage bags (for clay projects)

· 1 roll of masking tape

· Black permanent markers- fine, medium or wide point (a mix is best)

· Regular 12” ruler

· Glue sticks- unscented without glitter
· Black ink pens- 3 or 4

· 2 –Erasers- wide, flat (not the kind you put onto a pencil)
· 1 pack of magic markers- any brand minimum of 8 colored markers
· Students will keep individual materials (except artwork) in their locker until class.

Optional items:

· A pencil bag that will clip into your 3 ring binder would be very nice

· Small –travel sized container of hand lotion for when we use clay- it dries out your hands really bad.
· An old button down shirt to use as a smock (this item could get dirty or paint on it).
· Other supplies that the student might wish to work with during class- no glass or sharp objects

Students will be provided with an in-class storage area, so these items can remain safe and usable.
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